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Tis the Season to be Jolly  

Despite the impact of Covid19 in the outside world it has been a real pleasure to experience Christmas in 

the Melsonby 'Bubble'.  I would like to thank all the members of staff for their enthusiasm and commitment 

into making Christmas a special experience for pupils despite the numerous protocols we face in and out of 

school.  Christmas lunch was brilliant yesterday and it was lovely to share in that moment.  Thanks again to 

Sarah for cooking a great meal and Miss Rush and Mrs Davison for providing tableware and crackers - I 

now have a selection of jokes to take with me back to Alverton!  

 

Track and Trace  

As we enter the last week of term I would like to thank parents again for their support and commitment 

towards keeping the school bubble intact.  It is essential that if parents have any concerns over their child's 

health or their own, with regard possible symptoms, then they ring the school office and ask for advice and 

support. Any positive cases next week would impact on Christmas with the quarantine period of 14 days 

and jeopardise any meetings with family and friends during the Christmas Amnesty period (23rd - 27th 

December) created by the Government. It is also important that school is notified of any positive cases 

(parents/pupils) during the 6 days following school finishing on December 18th. It is a priority to notify 

school during the first 3 days in particular so we can support contact tracing if necessary.   

 Schools will be asked to help trace contacts of pupils and staff who test positive for the first six days 

of the Christmas holidays 

 But schools should only be contacted about positive cases where symptoms developed within 48 

hours of them being in school 

 Schools can designate an email contact: head.teacher@fednscmms.co.uk  

 The last day of face-to-face contact is December 18th, meaning contact-tracing would end on 

December 24. 

 

A ray of hope flickers in the sky 

When a child is born by Johnny Mathis was released in Christmas 1976 when I was only 8 months old and 

has become one of my favourite Christmas songs and my Christmas Karaoke song of choice - although 

family and friends will dispute that! The lyrics at this time of year strike a chord as we come through what 

has been a challenging and testing year for all of us. As always hope flickers in the form of our family and 

friends, supermarkets and hospitals and the numerous key workers who have supported us. Hope flickers in 

the creation and distribution of a new vaccine and the medical staff who will help us over Christmas. In 

Melsonby hope flickers strongly with pupils, parents, teachers, governors and the wider community, it is 

truly a special place. 

 

 In Sunderland the light was extinguished a long time ago!     

 

 

 

 



Time to Say Goodbye 

Finally I would like to thank everyone for their patience and support during my time as interim executive 

head teacher. It has been a challenging year but one which I have enjoyed immensely and had many 

experiences that will support me in my future career. I look forward to hearing how the school and 

community continues to progress in the following years and look forward to returning to experience some 

of the events I missed out on in the summer including the Duck Race!  I have really enjoyed working with 

staff and governors and in particular getting to know the amazing pupils. I have had some great transition 

meetings with Mrs Robinson and we will be collaborating together next year so I look forward to visiting. 

Mrs Robinson is excited to start and I'm sure she'll make a great success of the post as well as reducing any 

mentions of Sunderland in the newsletter! I will miss seeing you all regularly and as a Star Wars fan it seems 

appropriate to finish with:  

 

May the Force Be With You.... 

 

Many thanks         

Mr Linsley 

 

 

Melsonby Village Advent Window Trail 

Our window display is a celebration of the 12 Days of Christmas.   Fantastic work Class 2! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Lunch 

We thoroughly enjoyed our Christmas Lunch yesterday. 

Everyone looked very festive in their Christmas jumpers!  

A big thank you to Sarah for all her hard work preparing 

a delicious meal.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Party - Thursday 17th December 

We shall be holding our Christmas Party on the afternoon of Thursday 17th December.  Children can come 

to school wearing party clothes. 

 

Friends of Melsonby School 

Thank you to everyone who has bought or sold raffle tickets for the Friends Christmas Raffle. 

The raffle will be drawn live on Facebook on Saturday 12th December at 7pm.  

We are very grateful to the Friends for all that they do to raise money for our school. 

 

Swimming  

The decision has been taken to postpone our scheduled swimming lessons for the first half of the Spring 

term. Hopefully we can resume lessons after the half term break.  With the ever-changing tiers and case 

numbers we want to ensure the children are safe when we take them out of school.  

 

 

 

 

Applying for a Primary School place for September 2021 

If you have child (born between 1 September 2016 and 31 August 2017) you will need to apply for a 

primary school place for them to start in Reception in September 2021. 

The information you need to apply for a primary school place is available at 

www.northyorks.gov.uk/admissions     

Applications must be submitted by 15 January 2021 

 

Parent Pay 

Please could we remind everyone that your Parent Pay account must be kept in credit. There is an option to 

click on a box within the system which will alert you when your accounts are running low. Please could we 

ask everyone to opt into this so that the need for reminders from school is reduced.   Many thanks for your 

co-operation. 

 

PE 

On Wednesday’s children need to come to school already dressed in their PE kit.   

Shorts or leggings/tracksuit bottoms, PE T-shirt and school sweatshirt and trainers. 

 

Water bottles 

Children are encouraged to bring a water bottle to school every day to keep hydrated during lessons.  Your 

child’s water bottle should contain plain water only.  Thank you for your support with this. 

 

  

 

As this is the last newsletter before the Christmas break, may we take this opportunity to thank you 

for your continued support over the past term as we wish you a wonderful Christmas and a healthy 

and happy new year. 

Dates Events  

Thursday 17th December  Christmas Party  

Friday 18th December End of Term  *No after school club today* 

2021   

Monday 4th January  Staff Training Day  

Tuesday 5th January School re-opens to pupils  

Dates for Diaries 

Deadlines and Reminders 

Reminders 

http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/admissions

